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Students seeking help through
Taylor’s counseling center may
face longer than normal wait
times for the rest of the semester, due to high numbers of students currently admitted to the
program, the vice president for
student development told The
Echo.
Students in need of counseling services should still come to
the center, said Skip Trudeau,
vice president for student development. However, students with
less severe symptoms may have
longer to wait than those facing
an acute mental health emergency, he said.
“We don’t want to stop anybody from getting help who needs
help,” Trudeau said. “So if you’re
going in with an acute emergency, you’ll be seen today. If you’re
going in with a non-acute, it may
take a while for you to get in. The
utilization rate is high, so it just
depends on what the student’s
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until they are able to meet with
a counselor.
He also encouraged students to
turn to other campus leadership, including their hall directors, PAs, DAs
and faculty to help connect students
with other essential resources.
“What we really want our PAs
and DAs to do is listen to students’ stories, be able to hear
them out and if needed, connect
them to other resources on campus,” Brown said.

Over 400 students have sought
out counseling services this semester, almost a quarter of Taylor’s student population, Trudeau
said. Overall, student usage of
the counseling center has been
increasing for the past few years.
This week it was also announced that after many years
of service in Taylor’s counseling
center, Counseling Director Caroline Poland resigned from her position to seek other opportunities.
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presenting with . . . Yes, we have
a waiting list, but if you have
counseling needs you should still
seek counseling.”
With the end of the semester approaching and the added
stressors of final exams, assignments and the holiday season,
Dean of Students Jesse Brown
said even if students are facing
a long wait list, the counseling
center staff members are looking for ways to support students

HLC approves
Interim Report
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Lori Heath, administrative assistant for the counseling center, usually schedules appointments.

“Caroline has had a faithful service here to Taylor University as
a student and as a professional,”
Brown said. “I know she is wired
to be a counselor and I know she’s
enjoyed working with our students. She did a great job with
making the counseling center
known to the campus and what
resources are available . . . She’s
done a tremendous job with that
and we wish her well on her next
adventure, whatever those are
and pray God’s blessing on her.”
Following Poland’s departure,
the counseling center will be
staffed by three part time counselors, three counseling interns
and an administrative assistant,
Brown said.
While Taylor searches for a new
counseling center director, Brown
will undertake some administrative duties to enable counselors
to keep meeting with students,
he said.
“We’re going to do whatever
we can to continue serving students,” Brown said. “We understand mental health is a concern
that students have and we want
to be able to provide that support
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For several years, Taylor has
turned its attention towards extending their high quality education towards the world of online
learning, beyond Upland.
On Oct. 31, Taylor took a significant step in the right direction after the Higher Learning
Commission (HLC) approved
Taylor’s plan to improve their
online program.
“Education has been changing
over the course of the last several
years and Taylor University needs
to acknowledge the change and
figure out how we can be a part
of it in a high quality fashion,”
Director of Online Learning and
Institutional Technology Carrie
Meyer said.
While in the process of improving its online programs,
Taylor underwent their 10-year
re-accreditation review in the
spring of 2018. In their report,
the HLC identified five areas
within Taylor’s online learning experience which had room
for improvement.
In response to the areas of concern, Taylor assembled a group of
faculty and staff.
This team was tasked with
writing an Interim Report detailing their plan to address the
five areas of concern, as well as
highlight the successful parts of
the online learning operation.
However, before Taylor could
implement the team’s plan, the
HLC first had to approve the plan.
Meyer said she cried when she
received the good news that the
HLC had affirmed the team’s report on Oct. 31.
“I feel like we can take a deep
breath and celebrate that and
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Provost Michael Hammond is proud of performance.

then we need to just get busy
about the work of implementing,” Director of Assessment and
Quality Improvement Kim Case
said. “I like to think that even if
we didn’t have accreditation, we
would still care about quality, we
would still care about continuous improvement and excellence, and as we focus on those
things it just so happens that
we also can meet accreditation
requirements.”
Case said it is not uncommon for a university that undergoes the accreditation process
to have areas of improvement,
but the team was particularly
pleased that online learning was
specifically targeted, as this was
an area in which the university
was already seeking to grow.
Professor of Communications
Jeff Groeling said the standard
of being an accredited university is continual improvement. The
goal is to be able to take the information that the assessment
provides and apply it to the areas of concern.
“That’s part of our calling is
to be more like Christ tomorrow
than we are today,” Groeling said.
“So continuous quality improvement in everything that we do fits
right into that.”
It was the job of those who
worked on the Interim Report in
addition to Case, Groeling and

Meyer — Director of Academic
Enrichment Center & Associate
Professor of Higher Education
Scott Gaier, Professor of English,
Dean of Faculty Development,
and Director of the Bedi Center
for Teaching and Learning Barb
Bird and the Taylor University
Online staff to design a plan detailing how Taylor intends to address these concerns.
These five areas of focus are
meant to ensure standardization of the classroom experience,
which promises the same consistent high quality of Taylor academics through online courses.
“I think that we have an opportunity to take the quality of a
Taylor University education and
offer that to even a wider audience, based upon online learning,” Case said.
Meyer’s next step in ensuring
this process is to implement a review system for each department
that has an online counterpart.
This review will be in the form
of quality score cards that Meyer
hopes to roll out next semester.
The purpose is to gain an understanding of where each department is in relation to where
they want to be, in order to meet
all five objectives by the next assurance review in 2021.
After this, the HLC will conduct
another survey detailing Taylor’s
HLC continues on Page 2

Students on the Ethics Bowl team have qualified for nationals.

Tenth year success
Ethics Bowl team
advances to nationals
Ellie Tiemens
Staff Writer

The Taylor Ethics Bowl team has
qualified for the National Ethics
Bowl Competition for the tenth
year in a row.
Despite the team placing fourth
at the Nov. 2 Annual Central States
Regional Ethics Bowl, where only
the top three teams advance to
nationals, Taylor is still eligible to
compete in the national competition held in Atlanta.
The Taylor team’s bid for nationals was successful due to the
third place team, Rollins College,
not being a part of the Central
States region. This makes Taylor
the third highest-scoring team in
this region.
The two teams from Taylor
competed against 18 other teams
at the Central States Regional
Ethics Bowl competition. At the
competition the team had a combined record of four wins, one tie
and one loss.
All teams were challenged to
discuss timely and difficult subjects such as geo-fencing and
Fourth Amendment rights, the
relationship of vaccines with

WALNUT CREEK COUNTRY MARKET!

religion and the effect of procreation on the environment.
At the national competition,
which will take place on Feb.
22–23, the Taylor team will compete against 35 other teams from
around the country.
“The team is good enough to
go all the way,” said Jim Spiegel,
professor of philosophy and religion and Ethics Bowl coach.
“It’s probably been like that for
the last six or seven years . . . a lot
hangs on the judges, the teams
we go up against, even the worldview dispositions.”
The 15 new cases for the national competition will be posted in
early January and the team will
have several weeks to prepare.
In order to do so they will meet
twice a week to study the cases
and do mock competitions.
Junior Reilly LaRose, the captain of the Ethics Bowl team is
looking forward to seeing how
well the team can do.
“I’m just proud of our team because we are in a rebuilding era .
. . we’re working with a lot of new
people and that’s really awesome
that they get this experience because seeing nationals is way
different than regionals,” LaRose
said. “The quality and what you
ETHICS continues on Page 2
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“‘Our city is growing,’ said Bradley Kline, Gas
City planning and zoning director. ‘We’re
seeing new technology with new business.’”

Gas City McDonald’s rebuilt
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Gas City McDonald’s rebuilt
Local franchise gets
an extreme makeover
Jed Barber
Staff Writer

An inflatable Ronald McDonald
welcomed burger-seekers as they
walked through the new McDonald’s doors.
The icon stood to commemorate the opening of the new building for the local franchise of the
fast food chain. Construction began in June 2019, so the franchise
could move from its nearly 50-yearold building.
The new location in Gas City officially opened on Nov. 7. It sports a
new visual style focused on darker
colors as opposed to the red, white
and yellows of the old building.
Inside, diners will find an abundance of faux-brick, metal siding
and grates to give the space a more
modern, urban feel.
Visitors to the restaurant will
also find a more open dining area,
hosts in this space to help and accommodate visitors, touchscreen
ordering stations and a new double
lane drive through with two pickup windows.
“Customers will feel more welcome,” said First Assistant Manager Zayne Hunter.
Hunter also believes that a more
modern and optimized kitchen will
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SESSIONS continued from
as they are here at Taylor. I understand that Caroline’s departure could impact students either
personally, as they had a relationship with Caroline, or if they are
concerned about the counseling
center or the availability of the

HLC continued from
success in implementing their Interim Report and ensure that the
school has addressed the areas
of improvement.
Case said that the goal is to
have concrete stories and examples to present to the HLC as
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The new McDonald’s building across the street was built in order to stray away from the old design.

allow the McDonalds’ staff to get
patrons their food more efficiently.
However, there have been minor
growing pains while adjusting to
the new location. Hunter said that
new equipment means more training so that the location can best
serve its guests.
“Our city is growing,” said Bradley Kline, Gas City planning and
zoning director. “We’re seeing new
technology with new business.”
Kline sees the new McDonald’s
building as some of the first steps
in developing the east side of Gas
City.
Kline’s office has done a

comprehensive master analysis of
Gas City. Alongside the new fast
food restaurant, they are developing the land on that side of town to
open space for more economic development. This development will
include a new street that will make
space for new businesses and help
Gas City with traffic congestion.
While new area businesses have
wide-reaching implications, Kline
does not see the new McDonald’s
having any direct effect on the Taylor community.
“We always welcome new development and new growth,”
Kline said.

Kait Bedel, graduate assistant
for Taylor Community Outreach,
believes that local businesses offer
new opportunities for Taylor students to intersect with the Grant
County community.
However, she does not see the
new McDonalds building affecting
the dynamic between Taylor and its
neighbors since most students often choose other off-campus venues for hanging out with friends
and building new relationships.
Similarly, Kline also does not see
this affecting the relationship between Taylor and Gas City.
echo@taylor.edu

actually have to go through is going to be so good for them to see
and learn and experience that.”
For sophomore Madelyn Ames,
this will be her first time competing at the national competition.
She looks forward to bonding
with the team during their road
trip to Atlanta and to see other
teams from around the country
compete.
“It’s really thrilling, it’s a little
nerve wracking, you know, not
knowing,” Ames said. “You can
do well, but the judge might not
be with you so there is a lot of bias
in that . . . especially with our dramatic ending at regionals.”
Additionally, the Taylor team
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counseling center. But we want to
do what we can to provide counseling services to students.”
If students have further questions about the counseling center, they can contact the center
directly, Jesse Brown or Skip
Trudeau for more information.
echo@taylor.edu

evidence to show that Taylor is
on the right track toward quality improvement.
“There’s still more work to do,
but I’m really thankful for the
team that worked on this and
helped put it together,” Provost
Michael Hammond said.
echo@taylor.edu

competes with both an edge and a
disadvantage as perhaps the most
conservative school at nationals,
Spiegel said.
With the possibility of judges
being aware of Taylor’s religious
affiliation, additional bias can
be introduced into the judging
process.
However, as a team that debates ethics, Taylor also has an
advantage.
“(Being a Christian liberal arts
college) gives us an edge in terms
of moral insight because we can
rely on the Scriptures or our biblical worldview to give us guidance
and the truth, or what is most
likely true regarding particular
issues,” Spiegel said.
echo@taylor.edu
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“The more they pondered on the aspect of
proposing, the more they considered if the
mold they were breaking was constructed by
man, not instructed by God.”
‘He said yes!’
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‘He said yes!’

Falling in love, out
of stereotypes
Holly Gaskill
Features Editor

All aspects of the proposal had
finally lined up.
The leaves were changing color. The romantic reading had
just been finished. A photographer was available just before
their previously planned dinner
date.
At their spot in the Taylor
Woods, senior Paige McNinch
dropped to one knee and proposed to her boyfriend on Oct. 4.
From the very beginning,
nothing about McNinch and senior Tucker White’s relationship
had been traditional, so when
they decided she would propose
to him, it only seemed natural.
McNinch met her fiance
during their sophomore year at
Taylor. Both had come to college
expecting to stay single, so neither suspected anything romantic would develop when they
instantly clicked as friends.
However, one fateful evening,
White and McNinch were joking
around with their friends at the
Breuninger Hall front desk. Casually, McNinch suggested she
and White work together over
the summer. White jokingly responded, “Is that you asking me
on a date?”
White was instantly flustered
by his joke but was relieved when
it looked like McNinch had not
heard him. However, her friend
had heard him, McNinch found
out later.
“As soon as he left, people were
all onto me like, ‘You should date
him,’” McNinch said. “After that
point, every time I saw him that
was all I could think of since people were telling me that. I was

analyzing every time I interacted with him.”
From there, the friendship
snowballed into something
more. McNinch wondered if she
could have feelings for a weird
guy like White, while White also
wondered if McNinch could
have feelings for a weird guy
like White.
They continued to get to know
each other, texting each other about things in their shared
major — professional writing. In
the end, it was something rather obscure that sealed the deal
for McNinch.
“When I decided (I liked
him), my roommate at the time
and her boyfriend at the time
were downstairs playing Super Smash Bros, and I agreed
to play,” McNinch said. “(White)
passed by and saw we were playing and wanted to join, so he
crammed himself between me
and the arm of the couch and
played the entire open house —
like five hours.”
From there, McNinch purposefully asked White on a picka-date when she knew he would
not be able to make it, spinning it
into a coffee date. Still confused
whether or not McNinch could
have feelings for him, White assumed it was a casual thing.
In fact, he thought it was so
casual that he began reciting
love poetry during the date.
“What is the world coming to
that a guy and a girl can’t get together and read a friendly love
poem?” White said.
After the date, both were confused about where they were at.
However, clarity came for White
while watching “Beauty and the
Briefcase” at 2 a.m. with his
friend, Mark Allsman (’18).
At the end of the movie, Allsman asked White if he thought
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Seniors Tucker White and Paige McNinch met during their sophomore year
at Taylor and got engaged earlier this semester.

he could be so oblivious to a girl
being interested in him as shown
in the movie. When White said
no, Allsman helped him connect
the dots about McNinch.
“At this time, I had told multiple people that I liked him,”
McNinch said. “I assumed it
was mutual because he did very
flirtatious things . . . including

Photograph provided by Paula Todhunter

Senior Page McNinch arranged the proposal to take place in their favorite spot
as a couple, with her roommate, Paul Todhunter, taking photos.
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For her proposal, senior Paige McNinch adapted a scene from “Lila” by Marilyn Robinson where
a woman proposes to a man. The scene is a favorite of her fiance, senior Tucker White.

reading me a love poem.”
Following White’s revelation,
he and McNinch came together for a classic walk around the
loop. In nervousness, White
quickly pointed out a tree to distract McNinch, then expressed
his feelings for her.
The rest was history.
They knew almost from the
beginning of their relationship
that they desired to get married to each other. However,
they came from different backgrounds that resulted in different perspectives and anxieties.
McNinch struggled with the
ultra-conservatism of her hometown and family, which she
found constricting and frustrating. She also was exasperated by
some of the stigmas in Taylor’s
dating culture that had made
her feel judged both in singleness and her relationship.
While contently single, she
felt pushed by the Taylor people
around her to be in a relationship and strive toward marriage
while in college. Then, when she
started dating White, the coin
flipped. The same people pushing for her to be in a relationship
began criticizing the amount of
time she spent with White or
the way she was spending time
with him.
“I feel like it is harder on women at Taylor than on men, except
for that guy on Barstool Taylor
who was like climbing into his
girlfriend’s window,” White said.
“Women and that guy have the
short end.”
On the other hand, White
wanted to get married but was
anxious about taking the next
step so young and quickly. His
misgivings were based on his
family’s experiences.
With both of these perspectives, the couple was left wanting something different for
their proposal and marriage.
As a self-described quiet rebel,
McNinch desired to break the
mold of what is socially expected and taught.
Consequently, when McNinch
heard about women proposing,
she was instantly intrigued. In
their relationship, they had always sought balance and this
seemed like another expression
of balance. White was supportive of the idea as well.
“It’s kind of a way for me to
explore that aspect of my faith
and just realizing that me proposing doesn’t mean I hate God

or don’t believe in the Bible,”
McNinch said.
McNinch reflected on Bible passages about husbands
and wives but did not believe
that makes it applicable to gender relations or dating. Within those passages, she was also
left with questions about pursuit and submission. If a wife is
supposed to submit, what does
it look like for a husband to live
his life laid down for his wife?
Does a proposal even involve
taking leadership if it is something that has been discussed in
detail beforehand?
The more they pondered on
the aspect of proposing, the
more they considered if the mold
they were breaking was constructed by man, not instructed by God.
“But we all remember the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus
said, ‘The man must propose,’”
White quipped. “It’s a classic passage.”
Ultimately, it became less of a
question of whether or not to do
it, but when and where.
At the beginning of the semester, White and McNinch decided that by the time the leaves
changed, they would be engaged.
McNinch purchased a men’s
engagement ring on Etsy, then
proceeded to try to keep it a secret from White. However, her
secrecy quickly dissolved. Both
the days she ordered the ring
and when it came in, she ended
up updating him. They were so
close and communicative that it
felt unnatural to hide it.
“It fits into the foundation of
our relationship,” White said.
“The day that we walked the loop
. . . past the Nussbaum parking
lot, there’s a manhole (cover)
that just says ‘COMMUNICATION’
on it. The foundation of any relationship is communication.”
With that foundation in mind,
McNinch’s proposal plotting began. She worked together with
her roommate, senior Paula Todhunter, to schedule a special
photoshoot, under the guise of
a psychology project capturing
people relating to each other
through a script.
The photoshoot’s location,
the Taylor woods, was where
they would frequently walk and
talk together.
The script for the proposal was adapted from a scene
in “Lila” by Marilyn Robinson,
one of White’s favorite novels.
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Specifically, the script was the
scene where a woman proposes to a man.
“I knew the scene, then it was
when I turned the page where
she actually proposes to him
that I realized (McNinch was
proposing),” White said. “I was
just speechless . . . and yeah,
I suddenly got very excited to
be there.”
White happily said yes to
McNinch’s proposal.
From there, the couple was
met with an overwhelming
amount of support. Rather than
questions about why McNinch
had proposed, many people
were just happy to see them engaged. McNinch even had a ring
down on her wing, just without
a ring.
However, in the spirit of balance in their relationship, White
will soon propose to McNinch as
well. They just need to figure out
her ring size first.
Throughout the whole experience, their only complaint
has been that White was under
the impression that First Breu’s
tradition was to throw newly engaged men in Taylor lake.
However, White jokingly added
that he has yet to be tossed in
and is a little bitter about it.
Now, while considering options for their wedding and future, McNinch and White are
looking forward to spending life
together outside of dorm open
hours, maybe even without the
door propped.
“We might have to ease into
it first,” McNinch. “Maybe start
with the door propped four inches instead of six inches and work
our way back.”
echo@taylor.edu

LIFE & TIMES
TheEchoNews.com

November 15, 2019

4

FRIDAY

Children receive ‘Lift’ from local community

Lift program helps
students stay on track
Mackenzie Derico
Staff Writer

The Lift program is enhancing
the lives of children in Grant
County through the help of
Taylor students and their local
community.
Lift is an after-school program that focuses on literacy
improvement, whole child development and spiritual nurture within Eastbrook schools.
Their mission is to give children
who need it a ‘lift’ and to help
them physically, emotionally
and spiritually.
Lift meets after school on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:40 to 5:30 p.m. at
Upland Community Church.
“Every part of the Lift day is
designed to provide opportunities for each student to be
healthy, engaged, supported
and challenged as they grow,”
said Executive Director of Lift,
Samantha Cocking. “This is accomplished through literature,
play, healthy snack choices, music, games, art, enrichment and

Photograph provided by Kelly Sisson

Senior Tali Valentine reads with a child at Lift

positive relationships.”
Many students at Taylor now
volunteer with the Lift program, finding this to be an excellent opportunity for service
and growth. Sophomore Elisabeth Burchfield said that she
loves the Lift program because
it allows university students to
have one-on-one interactions
with the children. She finds joy
in getting to know them, and enjoys watching them grow and
learn in the process.
Senior Thaddeus VanOverberghe is currently interning for Lift
with a focus on marketing. He
said that within a nonprofit it is
important to understand there
is a bigger family than just the
staff. The volunteers and donors
who contribute are from everywhere and they keep the organization running.
“I love the team; they are so
committed,” VanOverberghe
said. “We have got young people that have graduated from
Lift who come back and serve,
and we’ve got college kids, and
we’ve got the staff and that is
really cool to see. The commitment level is high, and the volunteers care.”

Cocking told the story of a girl
she called Holly (not her real
name) whose life was changed
due to this program. Holly was
recommended to Lift by her
teachers as she needed some academic and personal help. She
came into the program with a
below average reading level and
with confusion about family and
God. She captured the hearts
of the staff and volunteers and
eventually gave her heart to Jesus and was baptized. According to Cocking, Holly is now
reading well above grade level and has become a confident
young lady.
There are many ways for students to get involved with Lift,
including volunteering, prayer,
financial support and by providing enrichment to their students.
“The effectiveness of this additional layer of support for kids
on our community is profoundY
and measurable,” Cocking said.w
“We welcome your involvement
and support.”
For more information about
getting involved send an email
to Kelly Sisson at lifteastbrook@I
t
gmail.com.
o
echo@taylor.edu
m
t

Caring for Creation is about more than just the turtles

environmentally conscious. For
example, by keeping the thermostat down in his home, he saves
electricity and money.
“A lot of these sustainability issues can really be win-wins where
you’re saving money and you’re
improving Creation,” Grabowski said.

Junior Kara Head made the
choice to stop using cotton. Instead of removing makeup or nail
polish with cotton, Head uses
pieces of cloth which she simply
washes as needed.
She also supports thrift shopping as a fun way to recycle clothing. As college students, most

people may not have enough
money to invest in ethical companies like Patagonia, which tend
to be expensive. Instead, thrifting
is both trendy and environmentally friendly.
“It’s also fair trade simply because you’re not putting more
money into the companies that

f
s
D
are using unethical labor,” Headc
said.
Y
Caring for the environment iss
not only a matter of stewardingt
everything given by the Lord, ith
is also fulfilling the commandt
given in Mark 12:31, “The sec-i
ond is this: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There isY
no other commandment great-w
er than these.”
v
Disregard for the environment
in one part of the world means
an increase in human suffering in
another. Consumption of cheap
products usually results in the exploitation of laborers. Someone
has to absorb the cost.
A useful website that gives
companies a letter grade based
on their sustainability and human rights performance is betterworldshopper.org
Everything comes with a
price, but the question is who
pays for it?
“To love your neighbor is
both a local thing and a global
thing. From my understanding
of scripture, everyone on this
planet is my neighbor,” said Associate Professor of Computer
Science and Engineering Jeff
Cramer.
Caring for the environment
looks different for every person, but truly it is an act of love
for neighbors near and far. Simply put, caring matters.
echo@taylor.edu

and procrastinated assignments converge with growing
emotional and mental fatigue.
Then we think we learn a good
lesson about overcommitting
only to do it again the next semester. We’ve all been there.
In this season, I am reminded
of Luke 10:38–42. As he is traveling, Jesus visits the home of
Martha. Martha busies herself
preparing to host Jesus and
his disciples while her sister,
Mary, places herself at Jesus’
feet, listening to his precious
words. Martha, irked with her

sister, commands Jesus to tell
Mary to help her. Jesus politely refuses and challenges Martha’s thinking by telling her
that Mary has chosen what is
better.
Jumping over the beautiful way that Jesus uplifts the
place of women in his society
(go check it out in a commentary), I want us to ask the classic question: are we Marys or
Marthas? Based on the generic
conversation that started this
column, it’s probably clear that
I think we are mostly Marthas.

So often in the rush to be the
hands and feet of Jesus we forget to sit at his feet. We prioritize homework, practice, wing
life, clubs and campus events
over our quiet communion
with God. It’s such an easy trap
to fall into because the things
that we do are good things.
They are Kingdom work. But
we have to remember to take
time to do what is even better
— to sit at the feet of Jesus.
What does that mean? Unlike Mary, we do not have the
privilege of sitting at Jesus’

physical feet, but we are privileged in that we can have communion with the Holy Spirit,
which Jesus says is even better
than having himself among us,
according to John 16:7.
As Spirit-filled believers,
let us lean into rel ationship with the Spirit through
prayer, Scripture engagement,
silence, meditation, praise,
thanksgiving and all the many,
many disciplines we have available to us. Let us choose what
is better.
echo@taylor.edu

How students can
practice green living
Mariah Hurst
Staff Writer

“As soon as people start to care,
then something can happen,” said
sophomore Noah Riggs.
Caring is the catalyst for environmental change. Taylor students can begin by changing
small behaviors to practice sustainable living.
Perhaps, it is easy to feel overwhelmed by the sheer magnitude
of the crumbling ecosystem, but
every small step contributes to
several strides forward over time.
“Just pick one little thing and
change it,” said Assistant Professor of Sustainable Development
Phil Grabowski. “It takes about
three weeks or four weeks to develop a habit.”
Students can start with one
small change today: bringing a
mug to get coffee at the Jumping Bean instead of using paper
cups, turning off the lights in
dorm rooms, biking or walking
instead of driving, bringing bags
to the grocery store, reducing
food waste, reusing plastic containers from the LaRita Boren
Campus Center, taking shorter
showers or simply committing
to recycling.
If students make a Walmart
run, they should look for
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While recycling is helpful, other things can be done to care for the earth.

products that are not as highly
processed and have less packaging, Riggs said. As a result, there
will be less waste after using the
product and the student can better conserve the energy that was
put into making it.
Grabowski also noticed the
rewarding effects to being
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“Hey, how are you?”
*Nervous laugh* “So busy. I’m
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“Oh my gosh, same.”
“Okay, I have to go start
a 10-page paper that’s due
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It hurts because it’s real.
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sounds familiar.
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“Basically, it was like we were all dragged into
NaNoWriMo except none of us were writing
novels and all of us were writing about the Potato
Famine of 1845–1849.”
It’ll be grand

November 15, 2019
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it’ll be
Tips from an Irish
procrastinator

grand
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We all have bucket lists — things
we want to do before we “kick the
bucket.” I am obsessed with buck-et lists, so it is no surprise to any-one that I made one specifically
for Ireland. On it were both things
-built into the program like seeing
tthe Cliffs of Moher and extracurricular things like seeing Bono’s
-house.
Soon it was our last week here

in Ireland and there were still
things left to do. The program
ended in the middle of November for visa reasons, leaving less
time than a normal semester to
accomplish the things on my list
during the compressed semester.
What complicated the issue
further was that this week was finals week. For us, this meant paper-writing, and a lot of it. When
sophomore Lexi Odgers totalled
it up we had about 40 pages due
in the last two weeks. Basically,
it was like we were all dragged
into NaNoWriMo except none of
us were writing novels and all of
us were writing about the Potato
Famine of 1845–1849.
However, I refused to let finals

professor
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d
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Young shares encounter

.with the divine
t

Kyle Hayward
Contributor

@If it weren’t for God’s divine intervention, Assistant Professor
of Biblical Studies May Young
may have never found her way
to Taylor.
About 16 years ago, Young
found herself working as a research benefits consultant in
Deerfield, Ill., just outside Chidcago. Although it was a good job,
Young felt like her life was missing
something. As the years went by,
gthings began changing, making
ther a much different woman than
dthe one who had begun working
-in Deerfield.
r While she was still working,
Young decided to do her graduate
-work at Trinity International University. This added to an already

busy schedule, made even busier by her role as a mother of two
young children.
Between an incredibly busy
life and some difficult challenges
that arose at home, Young found
herself feeling defeated and decided to stop taking classes. She
began to feel disqualified from
the Lord’s work. Life had beaten her down, and she was trying
to find the strength to get back
up again.
To deal with this slump, she
continued working and trying to
be the best mother she could. Additionally, she dealt with stress by
working out regularly, because it
provided her with a good break to
clear her head. She even ran a half
marathon at one point.
One day, as she was running
on the treadmill, Young seemed
to hear a voice. She said it felt
like she was going crazy. She determined that God was speaking

week stop me from living my
dreams. While I was able to tick
off many things from my bucket
list over the course of the semester, there were still things left in
Ireland that I wanted to do.
When I first arrived at the
place we were staying, there was
a pool table. The only game of
pool I played involved an unfortunate run in with the eight ball
and the corner pocket on my first
turn. When I saw the pool table
in Ireland, learning to play went
right on my list. But it was not until I needed a study break that I
ventured into the pool room and
learned. What I learned was that
here, where none of us are good,
the rules are made up and there is
always Justin Timberlake or Ella
Fitzgerald in the background. A
quick game of pool is a great procrastination tool.
Sometimes, a short game is all
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Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies May
Young teaches Bible classes at Taylor.

to her and his message was clear:
return to school.
With God’s instruction in mind,
Young returned to Trinity to finish her graduate work. She felt reassured in her goals and pursued
her education with renewed vigor. God had helped her to realize
that no matter her struggles, she

a
o

Freshman:

Junior:

f

were moving fast, and Young soon
found herself moving to Indiana
with her kids right away. She she
felt as though she was walking
through one door at a time without knowing which would open
next.
Now, Young is the program
director for biblical studies and
her children are both succeeding in college. The doors that
God opened for her have led her
and her family to wonderful lives,
and Young believes she is exactly
where she is supposed to be.
Despite being scared and confused, she trusted in God’s plan.
Had she not listened to him while
she was on that treadmill, she
doesn’t think she would have ever
finished school or come to Taylor. She encourages her students
to listen to what God is saying to
them, because you never know
where he will take you if you simply choose to listen.
echo@taylor.edu

#TaylorU’s

Mariah Williams

-

Being the prankster she is, she
once gave herself a concussion
by running into stairs whilst
trying to scare her sister.

TOP
TWEETS
Carson @Thatcarsonguy
Really wanna be featured
in top tweets this week but
don’t have anything clever to
say. Take pity on me, Echo
staff? #tayloru
tiff @tiffanyrogerss
“if i was an atheist i would
swear right now.” #tayloru
gabriella rivera @gabrivera42
the eleventh commandment:
thou shall always say hey to
the people you sat next to in
a class three semesters ago
or went on a j term trip with
freshman year whenever you
pass them #tayloru

t
-

-

,
-

the path that God intended.
As she neared the end of her
time at Trinity, it was time for her
to defend her dissertation. This
was one of her final steps before
she would earn her doctorate and
pursue a new job, outside of benefit consulting.
As Young was defending her
dissertation, Taylor was looking
for a new professor in their biblical studies department. Her
advisor from Trinity, Professor
Emeritus of New Testament Studies D.A. Carson, recommended
her for the job, a favor for which
Young is still very grateful. Taylor brought her in for an interview, which she recalled went
very well.
Before she heard back about
the job, graduation day came. She
accepted her doctorate knowing
that she was fulfilling God’s wishes, but she would be surprised
with even more good news after
the ceremony.
On the same day as her graduation, she was offered the job at
Taylor she had applied for. Things

Mitchell Mercer

Fun, yet deep, he is sure to be
the catch you want to keep!
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my perception of Ireland. My breaks and maybe even knock a
challenge to anyone on campus few things off your Taylor buckin their last month of school is et lists.
to do the same thing. Take a few
echo@taylor.edu

BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE
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would always be good enough
for him.
Young’s studies continued past
her master’s degree and she began
teaching as an adjunct professor
at Trinity while she pursued her
doctorate. As things began to
settle down in her life, it became
clearer each day that she was on

Photograph provided by Katie Pfotzer

Students hike through Ireland.

TheWeekly
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you have time for between writing about one of the Irish rebellions and packing your 70 pounds
of stuff into your 50 pound bag.
But sometimes, it is good to take
a more interesting break. That
was what I told myself when I
packed up my backpack, laced up
my hiking boots and grabbed a
train with some friends to Dalkey
for one last hike.
We went from Dalkey to Killiney, areas known for being home
to the rich and famous. We went
to enjoy the view but also with a
common bucket list goal in mind.
As we walked along the sea, explored castle ruins and saw a
breathtaking 360 degree view,
we also peered into gated mansions placing bets on which one
was owned by an elusive member of U2.
These were the fun things that
colored my semester and shaped
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Disney Crossword
Across
1. Movie about Rapunzel
3. Name of Jasmine’s tiger in Aladdin
4. Song from The Jungle Book, “The _____ Necessities”
5. Where gods live in Hercules, “Mount _______”
7. Song from Beauty and the Beast, “Be Our ______”
8. The princess in Sleeping Beauty
9. The Little _______

Down
2. One Hundred and One ______
4. Movie about a young deer
6. Villian in The Little Mermaid

gabriella rivera @gabrivera42
i‘m just really hoping for
a hello cause i know ya’ll
remember when i almost fell
down a mountain and blew
two fuses in a greek hotel
#tayloru
Kendra @the_keendra
“Biochem is like a big game of
sardines and we are all losing”
- Jules #tayloru
caroline @caroline_kemper
The fact that I will not
consume Dashi once this
week has caused a lot of
disequilibrium throughout my
life #tayloru
jeff cramer @jpcramer
I helped a student and they
responded by saying I’m the
Bob Dylan of professors!
Pretty much the best
compliment I’ve ever received.
#tayloru
Jack Mancuso
@pants_town

Me: yeah it’s Mancuso. M-AN-C-U-S-O. Girl at Ticket
Booth: Oh, you’re the twitter
guy! I’m glad I’m leaving a
legacy behind. #tayloru

A&E

“While he was originally
worried about doing the film
justice, its reception has been
incredibly rewarding.”
Taylor alum ‘Making Waves’ in the
film industry

November 15, 2019
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‘Much Ado’ shows romance is possible in war
Taylor theatre sets
Shakespeare in 1940s

Emily Pawlowski
A&E Editor

Shakespeare meets swing in
Taylor Theatre’s production of
“Much Ado About Nothing.”
Professor of English Joe Ricke,
who is the director, has added
his own semi-modern twist to
one of Shakespeare’s most famous plays.
“We have this whole tradition
in America of these great wartime musical comedies starring
soldiers in uniform or whatever,
and they’re singing these great
songs,” Ricke said. “I wanted to
do ‘Much Ado About Nothing’
as a wartime comedy for 10 or
15 years.”
In the original story, which
happens in 16th century Italy, a group of soldiers return to
their lord’s manor after fighting in a war. There, a young soldier, Claudio, falls in love with a
young woman named Hero. At
the same time, another couple,
Benedick and Beatrice — who
both claim to despise romance
and marriage — are tricked by
their friends into falling in love
with each other.
Taylor’s production moves

Photograph by Carolina Quintana

Benedict, played by senior John Broda, teases Beatrice, played by junior Madeline Logan.

this story to the middle of World
War II. Rather than setting it
in Italy, it is about a group of
American soldiers returning to
their base at a country estate
in England.
“It is kind of like a bunch of
American soldiers meet ‘Downton Abbey,’” Ricke said.
While there is all the same romance and drama of the original
story, some names and accents

were changed to match the cultural differences of the show.
Benedick, for example, became
Benedict, and now has a Texan drawl.
The show was further personalized with music from the era.
Clifton Davis, who works parttime as professor of composition, composed and recorded
the music played between scenes.
He drew inspiration from Hoagy

Carmichael, an Indiana songwriter from the 1930s. There are several songs in the performance,
which are accompanied by a live
band.
The cast also has updated costumes to match the time period.
Sophomore Emma Dahlquist,
who is a member of the ensemble and costume shop supervisor, said a lot of work went
into perfecting the look for each

character.
“We have a great costume designer named Sarah Bailey, and
she really created the designs for
the show,” Dahlquist said. “My
job as costume shop supervisor
is to help bring those designs to
life, so it was a lot of going places and trying to capture the essence of the era and the attitudes
of each character.”
The actors have enjoyed

watching their fellow performers embrace their roles and
grow into their parts. The play
offers plenty of enjoyable moments, from dancing onstage
to fourth wall breaks.
There have also been more
positive relationships than just
the romantic ones. Junior Madeline Logan, who plays Beatrice,
says the relationships she has
developed with the other women was one of her favorite parts
of the show.
“It’s not often that you find
such a good group of females on
a stage with such camaraderie,”
Logan said. “We don’t have any
cattiness onstage or offstage,
and we can work together. We
can bounce off of each other
and just have a strong group of
girls on the stage.”
Overall, “Much Ado” has
something for ever yone.
Whether it’s the romance, the
comedy, the classic Shakespeare
or the fun of a wartime musical, audiences are sure to leave
satisfied. Ricke encourages people to come opening weekend
because he promises they will
want to see it again.
“Much Ado About Nothing”
runs Nov. 15, 16, 22 and 23 at 7:30
p.m. and Nov. 17 and 24 at 2 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu

A&E Taylor alum ‘Making Waves’ in the film industry
EVENTS

C.S. Lewis and
Friends Tea
Faith, Doubt & the Great
War
Nov. 15 – 4 p.m.
Zondervan 142

Senior Art Show
Maybe Naomi
Nov. 15 – 5:30 – 7:30
p.m.
Rupp Atrium

Taylor Theatre
Much Ado About
Nothing
Nov. 15, 16, 22, 23 – 7:30
p.m.
Nov. 17 & 24 – 2 p.m.
Mitchell Theater

G l o b a l Mu s i c
Ensemble
A Feast of World Music
Nov. 16 – 7:30 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital
Hall

Dept. of Music,
Theatre & Dance
Faculty & Student
Showcase
Nov. 17 – 7:30 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital
Hall

Gospel Choir
Cans N’ Chorus
Nov. 21 – 7 p.m.
Rediger Chapel

Jazz Band & Jazz
Combo
Fabrica
Nov. 22 – 7 p.m.
Euler Atrium

Fashion Show
Cans N’ Chorus
Nov. 21 – 7 p.m.
Rediger Chapel

Center for Musical
Development
Children’s Piano Recital
Nov. 23 – 1:15 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital Hall

David Turner part of
acclaimed documentary
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

From his Nostalgia Night spoof
of Star Wars to his work on a
film about iconic sounds on the
big screen, David Turner’s (’04)
passions have come full-circle.
Turner played a crucial role in
the editing and sound production of “Making Waves: The Art
of Cinematic Sound.” This film
follows the evolution of sound
in movies by sound producers
Ben Burtt of “E.T.,” Gary Rydstrom of “Star Wars” and Walter Murch of “The Godfather.”
The film has already been
named New York Times “Critics’ Pick,” was nominated as
“Best First Documentary Feature” by the Critics’ Choice Documentary Awards and is rated
98% fresh by critics on Rotten
Tomatoes.
Although he loved documentaries, Turner first attended
grad school at the University of
Southern California (USC) with
an interest in directing. However, through the program, he
discovered his true passion was
sound production.
“When I would just sit down
(to) do sound editing or picture editing, I just felt peace,”

Photograph provided by Midge Costin

(Right) David Turner, with the group behind “Making Waves” at the Cannes Film Festival.

Turnersaid. “I just loved it.”
In his final semester at USC,
his professor of advanced sound
production reached out to Turner for help with a side project.
In 2011, he edited proofs of concept trailers that would eventually become “Making Waves.”
The movie credits Turner
with editing, sound production
and sound mixing. While he was
originally worried about doing
the film justice, its reception
has been incredibly rewarding.
“It really was the most wonderful footage I could imagine

working with when I could release the pressure and simply let
the creativity flow,” Turner said.
One of Turner’s biggest wishes
was to aid young film students.
He helps the film department by
offering his resources to Taylor’s
semester program with the Los
Angeles Film Studies Center.
“He sometimes hosts the class
in his home, offering hospitality to our Taylor students and
sharing the story of how the
Lord has helped him in his career,” said Kathy Bruner, associate professor of film and media

production and art, film and
media department co-chair.
In the spring of 2019, Turner’s
students attended the LA premier of “Making Waves,” already
fulfilling his dream of using his
work as a teaching tool.
When advising young students, he acknowledges that
not everyone gets their dream
job right out of school. However, he encourages everyone
starting out in the industry to
define their passions and to
put their energy into pursuing
those goals.

Steve Austin, associate dean
of student leadership and director of student programs,
worked closely with Turner. He
also believes that distinguishing interests and passions is
what ultimately drives students like Turner to success.
“I think for students to continue to foster a passion for
creating, bringing things to
life you have to have this ‘why,’”
Austin said. “This strong purpose that you’re developing
that helps you continue to
move towards the room that
you eventually want to be
working in.”
Turner credits his success
to his hands-on experience at
Taylor. Many of his projects
were outside of the classroom,
such as productions for Nostalgia Night.
For Turner, those invaluable
experiences have truly paid
off, and he is appreciative of
everything they have culminated to.
“The way the film has been
received has been so incredibly
gratifying,” Turner said. “It’s really exceeded all of my expectations, and I’m just so glad
that people have been connecting with it in the same way
that I did when I first heard
about the project.”
echo@taylor.edu

Exploration of Global Music Ensemble starts with a feast
Group performs music
from around the world
Kipp Miller
Staff Writer

Taylor’s new ensemble explores music from different
world cultures.
On Saturday, Nov. 16, the Exploration of Global Music Ensemble
will have their first concert, “A
Feast of World Music.”
Associate Professor of Music
Eva Kwan started the Global Music Ensemble this semester. It includes a variety of instruments
and vocals, taking musical styles
from around the world.
“Taylor University has always
encouraged students to be global and globally engaged,” Kwan
said. “We would like students to
know about music and cultures,
not just from the West or where
we are comfortable, like in the U.S.
or even European tradition.”
The ensemble was started

Photograph by Carolina Quintana

The Exploration of Global Music Ensemble practices for their first concert.

because music department faculty felt it was time for a culturally diverse musical group. While
bigger universities might have individual ensembles for different
cultures, the Global Music Ensemble reflects the cultures of the students who sign up.
For freshman Zam Muan, a
Burmese student, the ensemble
was a welcoming experience. He

sings and plays a wind instrument
called the ocarina.
“Singing Burmese songs, seeing
my friends sing Burmese, that’s
pretty cool,” Muan said.
S ophomore Nay Mi
Chele-Rhengboi, who is also Burmese, was formerly in the Adoration Chorus. After the group was
cut, Kwan suggested she join the
Global Music Ensemble instead.

Chele-Rhengboi enjoys helping
others understand her culture.
She also likes learning about other cultures through music.
“Southeast Asia is basically my
home, so I could put in the music that I really like, which is Burmese music, into the ensemble,”
Chele-Rhengboi said. “It’s a really good way to share who I am as
a student.”

Muan and Chele-Rhengboi
appreciate Kwan’s openness.
While Kwan had some ideas for
music she wanted to use, she
also listened to students’ input and chose music based on
their backgrounds.
The Global Music Ensemble first performed in chapel
on Friday, Nov. 15, but “A Feast
of World Music” will be their
first official performance.
The concert will include
music from India, Indonesia, China and Myanmar. It
will also feature guest artist
Ling Shi, a Chinese musician
who plays the pipa, a plucked
string instrument also known
as the Chinese lute.
Kwan will also teach a
J-Term class called music and
world cultures. There will be
a concert at the end of the
course which will also feature guest artists from around
the world.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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Limitations range a wide variety at Taylor, including senior Danille Toren who has an injury.

Our View

Serving our neighbors

How can we best serve
our brothers and sisters in
the Taylor community who
have disabilities?
Ever since Taylor Theatre’s
production of “Falling” earlier this semester, The Echo
has been contemplating this
question.
Seeing how each character interacted with the main
character Josh — who has severe autism — helped us see
the shortcomings of our own
interactions with individuals
on campus who have disabilities, physical or hidden.
While our mistakes or misconceptions are often the result of simply not knowing, we
should always strive to do better. This starts with seeking to
understand what reality is like
for individuals with disabilities.
According to Associate Professor of English Dan Bowman
— who is on the autism spectrum — often the challenges
of living come when society at
large does not accommodate
those with disabilities, instead
making snap judgements about
an individual’s behavior.
“The world largely fails to
understand how to support—
or even interact with—autistic
people,” Bowman wrote. “Often
they mistake autistic bluntness, lack of eye contact, sensitivity to temperature or noise,
or difficulty adjusting to changes in routine as indicators that
autistics are rude, disinterested, or just difficult.
“Unsurprisingly, many people on the spectrum are depressed by the daily struggles
of being misjudged. To be
frank: suicide rates among autistic people, including college students, are nearly ten
times higher than those of their
non-autistic peers.”
While Bowman only spoke
about autism, society has a
tendency to make assumptions about individuals with
disabilities, regardless of their
disability.
Even though individuals
may have a disability, this
does not mean they can’t succeed in an academic environment like Taylor. With the help
of resources like the Academic Enrichment Center (AEC),
students who have disabilities
ranging from autism and dyslexia to anxiety and depression

can thrive.
“We have to realize that
these individuals met all the
requirements to come to Taylor and that overwhelmingly
they’re very bright individuals,” said Ken Taylor, assistant
director of the AEC and coordinator of academic support.
“The stereotype is that they
haven’t been able to do school
work and things like that — no,
these are bright people, they’re
delightful people.”
According to Taylor, in the
past students with disabilities
who had weekly appointments
at the center had an average
GPA of 3.73.
Taylor assists over 100 students who have chosen to disclose their disabilities, working
with Lisa Wallace, AEC program
assistant, to request accommodations such as note taking or
taking tests in the AEC.
To help their students succeed, the AEC relies heavily on
other students to volunteer as
notetakers. For those who want
to help assist their fellow students, volunteering as a notetaker is a great way to help,
Taylor said.
“(We want to) encourage
the students to advocate for
themselves,” Wallace said. “Giving them ideas for other ways
that they could access the information in class if they don’t
have a notetaker immediately
. . . or how to go about ways of
providing for their own needs
without relying on somebody
else.”
For Taylor, this is part of
ministry that can be neglected — helping our immediate
neighbors.
Taylor recalled a former student on the spectrum who
would always sit alone in the
DC because the other students
perceived him as different.
While students planned for
overseas missions trips, sitting
with him and eating with him
was also an essential ministering opportunity, Taylor said.
All it takes is a first step.
“No one expects you to walk
on eggshells or get everything
right,” Bowman wrote. “Just
aim for greater knowledge
and empathy. Listening to our
stories… is a great start. Don’t
speak over us; instead, pass the
mic and listen carefully.”
echo@taylor.edu

“What’s worse is when they go to look at
plays after a challenge, they are not doing
anything to change it, as the 1-for-21 ratio
indicates.”
How the referees are hurting football

November 15, 2019

7

FRIDAY

Wait, what are PAs and DAs?
Explaining leadership
on campus

Have you ever tried to explain an
aspect of Taylor to someone who
doesn’t go here? It’s no easy task.
“Pick-a-date? So, you voluntarily have awkward small talk
with someone you don’t know
in the form of a massive group
date?”
“Wing? You mean you all
know each other? And share
one bathroom?”
Surprisingly enough, there’s
one job at Taylor that is especially difficult to explain to
both those who know Taylor
and those who don’t. Around
150 students hold these jobs at
Taylor, according to Olson Hall
Director Jessie Woodring. Including myself.
I’d love to give everyone at
Taylor a little bit more context
about this job.
Being a Personnel Assistant
(PA) at Taylor means many different things. I often equate this
position to another college or
university’s Residential Assistant (RA) role, but in reality there
is an added layer of complexity
within this leadership position.
The Taylor Website defines
the necessary traits for a PA with

a single paragraph, but I have
asked a few students who currently hold this position to describe it for themselves.
Senior Carson Brauer, a PA
on Second Center Wengatz, describes his role as having a wide
variety of responsibilities.
“PAs share a lot of the responsibilities of traditional public school RAs, but priorities
shift a little bit with a tight-knit
Christian community like Taylor,” Brauer said. “I always tell
my friends and family that we’re
primarily focused on event-planning and relationship-building,
and we’re equipped to resolve
conflict when we see a need.”
Every PA has a different experience. Some have incredible
stories of growth and friendship.
Others have difficult stories of
heartbreak and frustration. It
can be hard to shoulder the
weight of many people’s hardships and feel responsibility for
each of them.
This same responsibility can
also be said for a Discipleship
Assistant (DA). There is a whole
web page on the Taylor website
full of information about what
this role can and should entail,
compared to the single paragraph provided for a PA. The DA
role can still seem unclear.
“Both PAs and DAs are working towards student learning
and community development,
but we ask the DAs to be particularly focused on the spiritual
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Third Breu PAs put on a floor trip to the Barking Cow.

aspect of this growth and development,” said Scott Barrett,
director of Residence Life, and
Julia Hurlow, director of discipleship programs. “This doesn’t
mean that PAs don’t care about
spiritual growth or that DAs only
care about spiritual things, but
we do want these to be particular areas of focus.”
PAs work around 15 hours a
week while DAs put in four to
six hours.
Junior Taylor Heath, a DA on
First West Olson, said the role’s
description can seem blurry, but
aspects include planning/leading small groups and trying to
create spiritual spaces on the
wing or floor. Another important aspect is engaging in spiritual conversations.
Heath said since the DA position is unpaid, it is common for
DAs to have another job and it
can be hard to find a balance.
It can also become more
complicated when a floor or
wing has one PA and one DA.
Junior Leigh Sumner, PA on
Third Center English, said her

experience with this balance has
been one of growth and shared
responsibility.
“This year has been a blessing because (my DA) always
helps me out in any way that
she can and always has good
ideas for events for the wing to
do,” Sumner said. “Since there is
only one of each of us, we lean
on each other and try to support
each other in the most helpful
way possible.”
In my experience, being a PA
is one of the most challenging
yet rewarding jobs I’ve ever had.
Creating a space of intentionality, vulnerability and grace is the
ultimate goal and desire for my
wing. While there are inevitable trials of various kinds, what
makes Taylor special is the fun,
safe space created and cultivated by these leadership roles.
I challenge you to stop and
thank your wing or floor’s leadership staff today. They go above
and beyond to make sure you’re
being taken care of in the best
way possible.
echo@taylor.edu

How the referees are hurting football
What is pass
interference?

It’s Sunday. You’ve just gone
to church, eaten the DC lunch
and now you’re ready to watch
your favorite NFL team take
the field.
Whoever your root for, let’s
agree that the referees are
harming the game with their
malpractice. Specifically their
malpractice with the new pass
interference rule.
“I think they have an incredibly difficult job, and we need
to give grace when they make
mistakes,” said senior Drew
Shriner. “Also, they get things
right a majority of the time.
It’s hard to make a call in
half a second. But this isn’t
what I’m talking about. I’m not
talking about referees making
a split-second decision.
Again, what I’m referencing
is the new pass interference
rule instituted in the NFL. If
you’re unfamiliar with what
I’m talking about, read about
the Saints vs. Rams pass interference no-call in last year’s
NFC Championship game.
In a 20-20 game with 1:49 remaining, the Saints were deep
in Rams’ territory, threatening to score a touchdown. On

third-and-10, the Saints threw
a pass to a receiver and before
the receiver touched the ball,
a Rams defender knocked the
receiver to the ground.
Pass interference was not
called on the Rams, a blatant
missed call. The Saints ended
up kicking a field goal and the
Rams scored a touchdown on
their next drive, winning the
game 26-23.
As a result of this game and
the pass interference no-call,
head coaches now have the
option to challenge whether pass interference should
have been called or not have
been called on any given passing play.
Senior Chad Veal saw this
instance as an isolated event
that doesn’t happen often. He
said referees will make bad
calls; however, this new rule
can make the game less fun
to watch.
“I’m not a fan of it,” Veal
said. “When playing a sport
the game is always dependent
on the officiating. Every play
you could find something to
call. I think allowing the coach
to make a challenge takes the
fun out of it.”
Good point, but if officials
were doing their job correctly,
I think the game would benefit from the pass interference rule.
The official rule of a pass
interference according to
the NFL states, “It is pass

Photograph provided by NBC Sports

NFL referees can now review pass interference
if a coach throws a challenge flag.

interference by either team
when any act by a player more
than one yard beyond the line
of scrimmage significantly
hinders an eligible player’s
opportunity to catch the ball.”
Once a coach throws the
challenge flag, the referee will
go to a monitor to look back
at the play and decide from
there. Seems easy enough,
right? Plenty of time to decide
what the call should be.
Ideally, if a coach challenges, a decent amount of calls
will be reversed from the original referee judgement.
Except calls aren’t being reversed.
About a month ago, ESPN reported that coaches are 1-for21 on pass interference calls
being reversed.
Refs are throwing flags for
pass interference at inappropriate times and are not calling pass interference when it
should be called.
What’s worse is when they
go to look at plays after a
challenge, they are not doing
anything to change it, as the

1-for-21 ratio indicates.
According to junior Ross
Eckel, although the new rule
was intended to be helpful,
the idea of what pass interference is seems confusing now
as a result of referees not being consistent.
Even Tony Dungy, the former Colts head coach and
member of the Pro Football
Hall of Fame, has been outspoken about how the NFL needs
to get rid of this rule. He said
this rule is causing teams to
lose timeouts (as the result of
losing a challenge), referees to
be seen as inept and fans to
feel stupid.
The rule should stay because it’s a good idea, especially after that horrid no-call in
the NFC Championship game.
The referees are the problem.
When obvious plays are being
missed even after a challenge
flag is thrown, something’s off.
So, please NFL. At least show
us you’re trying, because it’s
been an unbearable season to
watch at times.
echo@taylor.edu

we’d love for you to join us! Dedicate yourself to the Obelisk!
In reality, though, we’re just a
group of college kids who get a
little bit stir-crazy on Monday
nights. We’ve laughed together,
enjoyed the dedication ceremony
together (non-disruptively), and
have even had the privilege of
washing one another’s feet, and

I think that the Obelisk is just
one more powerful example of
what our Taylor experience can
be when we choose to embrace
the weirdness of one another.
Praise be to the Obelisk!
-St. Kais of the Obeliskine Order.
Garrett Kaiser
echo@taylor.edu

Letter to the Editor
To the editor of The Echo:
Greetings from the Community of the Obelisk!
This university’s campus
changed forever with the advent
of a new architectural wonder:
the towel and basin sculpture.
Or, as we call it, the Obelisk. I
think we can honestly say that
none of us really expected to get

this carried away. As a junior, I
have rarely seen any opportunities to bring such a motley crew
of Taylor students together; this
obelisk (or, as some of our misguided brethren may call it, this
monolith) has created a unique
chance for us to undertake pilgrimage, truth-seeking, and fellowship with one another. And
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“I’m excited to compete with the best teams in the nation
and see where we can place.”
Cross country runs their way to Crossroads
Championship
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Volleyball loses in conference tournament
Trojans fall 1511 in final set

Markus Miller

Football

Sports Editor

Riding a four-match win streak
into postseason play, Taylor volleyball suffered a loss to Mount
Vernon Nazarene University in
the first round of the Crossroads
League Tournament.
Taylor closed the season with
a 21-16 record, which marked
the 32nd straight season with a
.500 or better record for Trojan
volleyball.
Taylor won the first set 26-24
after a kill by junior Amanda Adams and a service ace by senior
Samantha Korn broke the 24-24
tie. Mount Vernon took the next
two sets 25-14 and 25-19, forcing
an elimination set for Taylor.
Facing the end of their season down two sets to one, Taylor found a way to build a 20-19
lead. After senior Julia Pomerenke’s kill, freshman Kacy Bragg
gained service and kept it for the
rest of the set, leading Taylor to a
25-19 win in the fourth set, forcing a crucial fifth set.
After Taylor fell behind 0-3
early in the final set, they managed to get the set back to 3-3.
As the set played on, every rally was magnified. Debatable
calls down the stretch provided an even more competitive
atmosphere.
With the season on the line, a
kill from sophomore Ryan Czerniak brought the gap to 11-14, but
it wasn’t enough, as Mount Vernon won the next point and the
match.
“What was different in the final set was our own errors,” Junior Grace Isaacs said. “When a
set only goes to 15 they matter a

11/16 Lawrence Tech 1 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
11/21 Great Lakes Christian College 6 p.m.

Men’s Basketball

11/15 East-West University (N) 6 p.m.
11/16 West Virginia Tech (N) 1 p.m.
11/19 Concordia University (A) 7 p.m.

Scoreboard
Results from Taylor
Athletics
Volleyball
11/9 Mount Vernon Nazarene

L 2-3

Football
11/9 Saint Francis

L 14-27

Women’s Cross Country
11/9 Crossroads League
Championship

1st of 10

Men’s Cross Country
Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics Department

Taylor lost to Mount Vernon in five sets last Saturday. After winning the first set, they lost the following two and couldn’t comeback.

lot more. We just had unforced
errors, like serving errors or hitting it out of bounds.”
Isaacs contributed well with
15 kills on the day.
With their victory, Mount
Vernon avenged a loss on Nov.
1, when Taylor won in five sets.
“We were very prepared coming in,” Head Coach Erin Luthy
said. “We just made some more
hitting errors on our end.”
The loss to Mount Vernon
marked the end of three seniors’ careers at Taylor. Korn,
Pomerenke and Abby DeSimpelare all put together strong
performances in both their final game and season.
“They’re a special part of our
program,” Luthy said of the

seniors. “This is my fourth year
here and these three have gone
through all four years with me.
They did an amazing job both
on the court and off the court.”
Pomerenke reached the 300
kill total this season for the first
time, finishing with 302. She also
finished with 107 blocks on the
season — her second straight
season eclipsing the 100 block
mark
DeSimpelare had her best collegiate season, putting together
career-highs with 552 assists, 313
digs and 28 service aces while
playing in every match this season for the Trojans.
Korn, an NAIA All-American
honorable mention last season,
had 28 digs on the day, which

cemented the veteran libero as
the 11th player in Taylor history
to record 1,800 digs in a career.
However, Korn said she will
remember her time on the volleyball team for the community more than any award or
statistic.
“(Taylor volleyball) is so
special in the fact that it’s
Christ-centered,” Korn said.
“Freshman (year) to now, I’m
a completely different person
and I think volleyball had a lot
to do with it. The relationships
are something I will carry more
and remember more than any
other thing.”
Even though the season ended in a heartbreaking way, it
was filled with positives and

signature moments, as the 21
wins were the most since 2014.
Isaacs, Korn and Luthy all
mentioned the upset over a
ranked Saint Francis as one
of their favorite parts of the
season.
“Beating Saint Francis was
really really fun,” Isaacs said.
“People from the crowd after
the game said that was the best
game they had ever been to.”
The Trojans protected home
court this season and finished
with an 8-2 record on the season
inside Odle Arena.
“We loved the home-court advantage,” Korn said. “We really
took advantage of that.”
With a 21-win 2019 season in
the books, and an experienced

11/9 Crossroads League
Championship

2nd of 10

Women’s Basketball
11/8 Lawrence Tech
11/9 Indiana University Kokomo
11/12 Lourdes University

W 52-42
W 78-61
W 86-40

Men’s Basketball
11/8 Thomas More College
11/12 Indiana University Kokomo

L 55-60
L 81-85

Top 25 Polls

Women’s Basketball............No.15
Women’s Cross Country.....No. 7
Women’s Golf........................No. 4
Men’s Cross Country...........No. 6

group returning next season,
Taylor volleyball will head into
the offseason and look forward
to the 2020 season next fall.
echo@taylor.edu

Cross country runs their way to Crossroads Championship

Both Trojans teams
head to nationals
Caleb Amick
Staff Writer

Taylor’s cross country teams
finished in the top three once
again. They competed in the
Crossroads League Championship on Nov. 9 in South Bend,
Ind. The women’s team finished
in 1st place in the 5K for the seventh year in a row with a time
of 93:52, while the men’s team
finished in 2nd place in the 8K
with a time of 2:07.14.
The women’s team surpassed
rival teams with a total score of
45 points.
Junior Sarah Harden and junior Livy Schroder led the way
by finishing in the top five.
Harden finished second with
a time of 17:58.9; Schroder finished fifth with a time of 18:38.3.
Schroder said being in the
top five is something she wanted to achieve.
“It was a goal of mine going
into it, we felt like it was a lot
of fun,” Schroder said.
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Taylor women’s cross country won their seventh straight Crossroads Championship.

The women’s team had three
runners in the top 10, six runners in the top 20 and nine in
the top 30. Claiming number
nine in the top ten was sophomore Giovanna Domene with

a time of 18:59.5. Sophomore
Corinne O’Leary followed behind with a time of 19:03.0, winning 12th place. Senior Naomi
Noyes came in 17th with a time
of 19:11.4 and freshman Brooke

Studnicki came in 18th with a
time of 19:11.6.
The men’s team had three
runners in the top 10, six in the
top 15, and nine in the top 40.
Junior Josh Roth led the way

with a time of 26:06.5 winning
third place, followed by junior
Daniel Gerber with a time of
25:15.6 winning him sixth place,
and senior Hunter Smith won
eighth place with a time of
25:24.1.
They were followed by Sophomores Alex Helmuth who
came in 11th place with a time
of 25:42.4, Derek Van Prooyen
who came in 14th place with
a time of 25:44.6 and Connor
White who came in 15th place
with a time of 25:46.2.
After the placements were
announced, the teams combined to cool off together with
one last run.
Schroder said this was a
highlight for her.
Head Coach Quinn White
said he was really proud of both
teams’ performance.
“They (the women’s team) did
a great job, it was very competitive, one of the most competitive league meets we’ve had in
years,” White said. “(The men’s
team) had a lot of competition,
three of the teams were in the
top 10 . . . we didn’t have our

best race but still ran well . . .
I’m still proud of both teams,”
said White.
By finishing in the top three,
both teams will be competing
in the NAIA National Championships in Vancouver, Wash.
Roth is really looking forward
to seeing how the team fares at
nationals.
“I’m excited to compete with
the best teams in the nation
and see where we can place,”
said Roth.
White hopes the Trojans will
make the podium at nationals
this year. He also hopes Taylor’s teams will be among the
top four honored at nationals. At the end of nationals, the
scores of the runners are combined and whoever has the lowest score overall is declared the
winner. Only the top four will
be recognized.
The Trojans will compete in
the NAIA National Championship on Nov. 22 in Vancouver,
Wash. The men’s race will begin
at 1:30 p.m. ET with the women
following at 2:30 p.m. ET.
echo@taylor.edu

Daniel Gerber

Becca Buchs
Basketball

Cross Country

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Accounting and Finance

Photograph by Lauren Cammarano

Tennis

•

(765) 998-7261

Hometown

Angola, IN

Kiara Nieto

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

Year

Senior

Forward

•

Major
Position
Funniest Teammate

Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s Yo u r
Own

Junior
Danville, IN
PPE and Biblical
Literature
Runner
Cody Sonnenberg
Track and Field
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